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between 18/06/15 and 21/06/15 as part of the London Festival of Architecture Open Studios.



ANDERSTON REGENERATION Phases 4 &5 Glasgow



Anderston Regeneration -  Phases 4 & 5

Site Overview
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Anderston is an historic area located within the centre of Glasgow. Once a separate settlement, 
Anderston was consumed by the expansion of Glasgow towards the west. At the centre of Anderston 
is Argyle Street, planned by the Victorians as a busy thoroughfare into the heart of the city centre. 

The city fathers, in their wisdom, demolished most of Anderston as part of a policy of Comprehensive 
Redevelopment in the 1960’s. Victorian tenements and public buildings, including tow churches were 
replaced with factory built slab blocks arranged to ignore the original street pattern. Argyle Street 
was cut in two, reducing it to an area with significantly fewer residents, traffic and life.
.

Anderston has undergone significant redevelopment over the past 10 years, with Sanctuary Scotland 
Housing Association replacing outdated and sub standard social housing constructed in the late 
1960’s and early 1970’s, with over 300 new tenemental style homes along the edges of Argyle Street.

The existing residents have been involved in the design process since the original outline masterplan 
was submitted for planning in 2004. Over the course of the following years the Anderston Regenera-
tion has seen the construction of 4 separate phases of housing undertaking by 3 architectural 
practices. Collective Architecture were the designers of Phase 3A for 44 flats, 5 town houses and a 
retail unit.

The regeneration of Anderston is reaching completion with Collective Architecture currently working 
on proposals for Phases 4 & 5, which comprises 206 flats in 5 tenemental style blocks with flats of 
varying size, from 2 bed 3 person flats through to a 7 bed 10 person flat.
 
As part of the design process Collective Architecture researched the history of Anderston and 
worked with the local community on a number of levels, including the development of 
a mural, in collaboration with students from the Mackintosh School of Architecture.
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Eastern end of site at corner of Argyle Street with Houldsworth Street Western end of site at corner of St Vincent Street and Argyle Street 

Site History

Church at corner of St Vincent Street and Argyle Street Historic views of Argyle Street at the centre of the proposed site

The junction of Argyle Street and St Vincent Street in the early 1960’s prior to Comprehensive Redevelopment and the 
construction of the M8 and the Kingston Bridge. All of these tenements and the church were destroyed.

Anderston Phases 4 & 5Planning Design and Access Statement

Corner of Houldsworth Street and Argyle Street Corner of Houldsworth Street and Elliot Street Corner of St Vincent Street and Elliot Street

Site History - Before Comprehensive Redevelopment

Much of the fabric of Anderston was destroyed, including stone tenements, churches and warehouse buildings that used to form strong street edges.

Anderston before (above) and after (below) the start of the construction of the Kingston Bridge, the motorway through the centre of Glasgow and Comprehensive 
Redevelopment. The church in the photo survived the wholesale redevelopment of the Anderston. Three other churches within Anderston were not as lucky and 
were demolished.
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Conceptual sketch
Study model

Design Principles Concept Models and diagram

DEVELOPING THE CONCEPT

Collective Architecture, in developing proposals for Anderston Regeneration Phases 4 &5, 
sought to reinstate Argyle Street at the heart of the development, connecting Anderston back 
into the West End and beyond.  Proposed buildings were designed to form street edges with 
front doors onto streets. 
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Conceptual sketch
Study model

Design Principles Concept Models and diagram
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Existing Constraints and Issues Opportunities

1 - Important historical street connection lost. Views towards the city centre and towards the west end obscured

3 - Factory built slab blocks with no relation to surrounding context

5 - Level changes across site addressed with 5m high retaining wall cutting the site in two halves
6 - Centre of site is badly supervised with backs of garages and retaining wall addressing the remains of Argyle Street.
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1 - Strong views to the city centre and to the West End through reintroduction of Argyle Street
2 - Strong tenemental scale elevations addressing St Vincent Street
3 - Views across the site from north to south 
4 - South Facing aspect to Houldsworth Street
5 - Reinstatement of active street frontage to Argyle Street
6 - Opportunities to highlight important corners of the site

1 

1 

2

2

6

6

6 6

3
3

4

4
5

Design Principles Analysing the 19th and 20th Century Site Layouts
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Victorian Street Layout at the turn of the 20th Century Existing 1960’s Comprehensive Redevelopment Site Layout

1 - Argyle Street - Main thoroughfare linking the West End to the City Centre  
2 - Churches, important civic buildings address the prominent corners of the site
3 - Tenements address St Vincent Street with retail at ground level
4 - Houldsworth Street primarily industrial buildings and warehouses
5 - Tenements address both sides of Argyle Street with retail at ground floor addressing single aspect conditions
6 - Tenements surround the site, with comparable scale, materiality and character

St Vincent Street

Houldsworth Street

Eld
erslie Street

El
lio

t S
tr

ee
t

Argyle Street

1

2

2
3

4

5

5

6

6

6

1 - Argyle Street - lost 
2 - Large 5m retaining wall separates the site into 2, with no relationship to remnants of Argyle Street at ground level
3 - Layout of 1960’s comprehensive redevelopment ignores street pattern and creates confusing arrangement of spaces
4 - Public / private confused with ill defined space
5 - No celebration or recognition of corners, with blank facades at ends of buildings
6 - Buildings set back from St Vincent Street eroding the urban character of street
7 - No man’s land of tarmac and parkign in front of flats
8 - Garages at ground floor level create unsupervised ground level external spaces
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Site Analysis diagrams

Existing Constraints and Issues Opportunities

1 - Important historical street connection lost. Views towards the city centre and towards the west end obscured
2 - Buildings set back from street edge creating ill defined space primarily for cars
3 - Factory built slab blocks with no relation to surrounding context
4 - Confusing layout of paths and parking with ill defined public and private spaces.
5 - Level changes across site addressed with 5m high retaining wall cutting the site in two halves
6 - Centre of site is badly supervised with backs of garages and retaining wall addressing the remains of Argyle Street.

1 - Strong views to the city centre and to the West End through reintroduction of Argyle Street
2 - Strong tenemental scale elevations addressing St Vincent Street
3 - Views across the site from north to south 
4 - South Facing aspect to Houldsworth Street
5 - Reinstatement of active street frontage to Argyle Street
6 - Opportunities to highlight important corners of the site
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Proposals  Development

Conceptual sketch Study model Concept layout Initial site layout sketch site sectiions

Victorian City Grid

Layout of existing buildings obscures Argyle Street New proposals seek to strengthen Argyle Street 

Comprehensive redevelopment in th 1960’s
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1 - Strong views to the city centre and to the West End through reintroduction of Argyle Street
2 - Strong tenemental scale elevations addressing St Vincent Street
3 - Views across the site from north to south 
4 - South Facing aspect to Houldsworth Street with south facing amenity space which deals with levels
5 - Reinstatement of active street frontage to Argyle Street
6 - Opportunities to highlight important corners of the site
7 - Smaller scale to street addressing Pembroke Street 
8 - Amenity space address Argyle Street

Design Principles Site Strategy

Early bird’s eye view sketches of the building forms and the landscaping between

New proposals seek to strengthen Argyle Street 



Early elevation studies -
Looking at window arrangements in relation to traditional tenement patterns Developing the elevations



Visualisations showing reinstated Argyle Street and new tenements in the day (left page) and at night (below) together with new south facing gardens (above)
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