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BRIGGAIT Creation Centre, Glasgow



The building was originally used as Glasgow’s fish market until the late 1970s. It was then converted into a shopping centre during 
the 1980s. In the 21st century, part of the site was converted into artists studios which opened to the public in August 2010.
The steeple which dates back to 1665 has been restored.



Aerial View of the Briggait

expressed the satisfaction which was felt when the Market Committee induced the
Improvement Committtee to purchase the property for their use.'

The Lord Provost praised the gallery, which doubled the accommodation and
could be used to store boxes and a `better class of fish such as salmon', the
ventilation which he said was `perfect', and the drainage into the river which would
prevent `any injurious smell occurring in the market. (Applause)'
What we see today is, as it was then, an admirably elegant solution to the problem of
a site awkward in almost every way. Firstly, the space available was tight, just enough
for a market hall if every inch were used. On both sides, east and west, there were
tenements, each with only a minuscule back court between their windows and the
boundary. These houses' light and air had to be maintained as much as possible.
Then the ground itself was a very irregular quadrilateral, the worst shape in terms of a
simple, cheap structural design for what was, in essence, a large covered open space
for the most basic of commercial purposes.

The Fish Market: Main Hall (1873)

On the 9th of December 1873, the new Fishmarket in the Bridgegate was formally
opened. As The North British Daily Mail reported, the

`Lord Provost Magistrates and Town Council with architects and
contractors, and several gentlemen engaged in the fish trade,
assembled at 3.00 in the gallery of the new building, where cake
and wine and fruits were served'.34

It had been, apparently, a long time finishing, `the consequence of threatened
litigation by proprietors in the neighbourhood', said the Market Committee Convener in
his speech, `but the bother was now settled very amicably, inasmuch as the Market
Trust were able to make a few hundreds by the transaction. (Hear, hear)'

The Convener of the sub-committee then referred to `the miserable dwellings
which had stood on the ground now occupied by the market, and 
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onto the corner of the lane. One last Guildry-Court tenement remained, trapped
uncomfortably in a fabric and facade where it no longer could play a useful part; its
own qualities being thus entirely negated - much like those of the steeple.49 Indeed the
whole Clyde Street facade suffered aesthetically. Part of the east end had  been
chopped off by a widening of the railway viaduct, reducing the frontage by half a
tenement (the new building taking the place of the other half), so that the pleasing
balance between Market and tenements was completely overset. From being a
coherent front - plain tenemental walls acting as foils to a highly ornate centrepiece - it
was now an incoherent jumble of bits, every part incongruous to the next in size, scale
and style,

All the lane tenements were demolished.
Internally, the third hall serves its purpose, but has no notable features.

Second Addition, 1903

The third hall, of 1903, is again by the Office of Public Works, with A.B.McDonald, an
Engineer and formerly Carrick's chief assistant now in charge (Carrick having died in
1890 at the age of 71),48 and is a strangely inept combination of the first and second
halls' strengths. 

Like the second hall, it hid behind the Bridgegate tenements, but in doing so
shattered the Merchants' restriction on future work. The seventeenth-century steeple
became mired in roofs and gutters, all the awkward junctions of a crude spatial
solution, much to its aesthetic detriment.

Like the first, this hall broke out to make a new face to the Clyde, but in a
peculiarly uncertain way, with a small unskilful pastiche of the first hall's arches stuck 
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32 (above, reading from the left)  Plans of the 1873, 1889 and 1903 work  33 (below) Probable Clyde Street frontage in 1903

Existing Elevations
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Access Issue
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Option 1B - Ground floor level plan - 
Initial indicative options for high level costing  1:200@A3
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Atrium concept Extension massing
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